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THE JOURNEY HAS BEEN long and 
hard. I have trudged through cities, vill- 
ages, towns. There seems to be no place 
for me. My feet keep moving and moving. Here a 
place there a place and then over there a place. 
Wandering and wandering and wandering. For- 
ever wandering. I light my lantern and continue 
on. Continue on my journey. To where? 
I couldn't give you precise details. 
I let my imagination take me on 
the journey. Why let my weary 
imagination lead the way? You 
sure ask huge handfuls of elab- 
orate questions. But I will answer you anyway. 
My feet are exhausted and my heart is barely 
mendable so I follow the vast ocean of visions 
and Utopian dreams my 
mind " draws into focus. 
Castles standing tall 
in the air amidst peach 
and nectarine trees and 
wild flowers. Wild flowers 
as far as the eye can see. 
As you journey into the castle a 
friendly jester greets you by doff- 
ing his hat that extends to the roof. 
He holds out his hand and you open 
your mouth in awe. But I will save it 
for another time. The complete story 
will be told at a later date. I need to 
stop daydreaming and get on the road, 
Get on with my journey, Stop distract- 
ing me with your curious questions, I 
must go. Good, day to you and remember 
to keep your lantern lit. Sometimes the 
path on your journey can be dim. 
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THE QUIET CENTER 



By Kenneth Rex roth, 1965 



The following is from a column Kenneth Rexroth 
wrote for the September 13, 1965 edition of the 
San Francisco Examiner. No money is being 
made from reproducing it here. 

LAST WEEK I WAS AWAY, in a cabin 

deep in the woods, recollecting myself. No 
papers. No radio. No phone number. I go away 
as often as I can, which is not very often. 
Sometimes I write. Mostly I don't even think. I 
just contemplate - the forest, the world beyond 
it, myself, or the object of contemplation that 
ciimes when the mind empties itself of itself. 
Sometimes all existence seems to slip into 
focus. All its violence and tragedy and 
disorder take on a form and meaning that the 
mind can grasp briefly. Then the turmoil of 
existence seems a matter of scarcely 
perceptible changes of phase, like an ever So 
slightly varying colored light shifting over an 
immense diamond. 

What holds a civilization together, and 
makes the difference between creative growth 
and decay? What is the foundation thai 
underlies and sustains all the activities of a 
people and energizes and forms that special 
unity we call culture? Peace. The peace which 
comes from the habit oi' contemplation. It is 
not intellectual knowledge of the unity of 
human endeavor, nor a philosophical notion of 
the ultimate meaning of the universe. It is an 
inward sense and an abiding quality of life, a 
temper of the soul. It is not rare nor hard to 
find. It offers itself at moments to everyone. 



from early childhood on, although less and less 
often if it is not welcomed. It can be seized 
and trained and cultivated until it becomes a 
constant habit in the background of daily life. 
Without it life is only turbulence, from which 
eventually meaning and even all intensity of 
feeling die out in tedium and disorder. 

Culture. Back there in the city orchestras arc- 
rehearsing, painters are painting, singers are 
warbling scales, actors are learning parts, 
writers are pacing the floor or pounding the 



Address all correspond ance to: 

Communicating Vessels 
PO Box 83408 
Portland. OR 97283 

Mo e-mail. You will have to pick up the enclos- 
ed envelope, a pen and a stamp if you want to 
get in contact. There is no website or MySpacc 
page for this publication, Such mediums are con- 
trary to the spirit of this publication. And*if we 
spent time building websites, it would take time 
away from our true passion; producing a creative 
and literate publication. Because 'everybody' 
has a website does not mean we need one as 
we 1 1 , 

Subscriptions are now available on a donation 
basis. Give what you can. If you cannot afford 
to give anything that is fine as well. Phase: 
send cash only or the equivalent in US postage 

stamps. 
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XIT. LEAVE THE world we 
have tried to create here in 
these pages. Run as fast as 
your legs will take you. Go 
off and bake your own bread. Allow it 
to leaven and talce hold Then you can 
hoist it into a brick oven and let the 
elements of heat and rock form the loaf. 



When it is finished baking cut it into 
slices and serve it warm to friends and 
neighbors and strangers. But remember 
that people who have shared bread and 
ideas have often been regarded by the 
authorities as heretical deviLs. To that 
we can only say: Let the heretical bak- 
ers of bread rise and multiply. 
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typewriter. People are struggling to achieve 
their ends, to make themselves known, to 
make money, to find love, a million little 
electric charges of acquisitiveness surging 
through a huge dynamic field. What holds it 
all together? Only that inward peace in which 
acquisitive tensions are resolved. To the 
disorderly, it is disordered. To the rapacious, 
man is wolf to man. To the futile, life is 
meaningless. It does not have a meaning which 
can be summed up in a mathematical equation, 
an order with a conclusion which can be 
demonstrated by infallible logic. There is no 
"proof of existence. There is only creative 
response. The source of that response is the 
quiet habit of openness to a harmony which is 
beyond the individual, but which contains and 
fulfills him. 

When this creative response and its sense of 
the wholeness of life is widely diffused 



through a society, we can speak of culture or 
civilization. The society is alive and growing. 
As it dies out, the society withers. When it is 
gone the society is dead, though it may last, 
massive and sterile and affluent, like a golden 
mummy, for centuries, or, on the other hand, 
be only a geographical expression for vast 
chaos and misery. 




PUBLICATION NOTES 

Producing this issue was quite a creative chal- 
lenge. Learning how to use the machine that 
was donated to this project has been like going 
back in iimc. When everyone seems to be buy- 
ing the latest gadget for graphic design, here 
we are using a machine that was systematically 
tossed out when the computer came along. In 
order to use one of these machines you have to 
be able to look backward rather than forward, so 
to speak. But the advantages of being able to 
use a machine like this are many: less reliance 
on computers; a unique appearance; the fact that 
probably only one or two other people in the US 



are using it for production work. 

We are still trying to work out a system for 
acknowledging the extensive financial contri- 
butions of our readers. We hope to figure that 
out by the next issue. We do appreciate all the 
support we've received, financial and otherwise. 
Thanks especially to Fred Woodworth whose 
unwavering technical assistance and donations 
have contributed to making this publication ^vhat 
it now is. Also, Charles of Eberhardt Press has 
provided invaluable knowledge and help with 
getting our offset press operational. Thanks. 

This Issue is Dedicated to the Memory of 
FRANKLIN ROSEMONT 
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EDITORIAL 




[ME FLIES. People age. Their 
hair turns grey and their teeth 
start to fall out. And then our 
lives end. We become cosmic dust. Our 
bodies decompose in a coffin placed be- 
neath layers of soil. Or our bodies are turn- 
ed into ashes. The lives of futility or mean- 
ing we made for ourselves are no more. 

But life goes on. The stars continue to 
glisten. Men and women fall in love. Birds 
sing. Spring turns into summer and fall into 
winter. Even with the vast ecological and 
social destruction taking place, the cycle 
trudges along. There are fewer and fewer 
songbirds. The seasons aren't as defined. 
And connections between human beings are 
harder to make. Nonetheless, finding mean- 
ing in our lives is a universal part of the 
human condition. For thousands of years 
men and women have written songs, painted 
paintings, planted gardens, watched birds, 
told folktales — all in an attempt to lend a 
form and pattern to their lives. Human be- 
ings become better at writing songs, paint- 
ing paintings, planting gardens, watching 
birds and telling folktales by refining their 
skill, drawing inspiration and memory from 
the past, while having an understanding of 
their current situation. 

The same could be said of the public- 
ation you are now reading and holding in 
your hands. The editor has gained more ex- 
perience and insight since the first issue 



came out in 2001. Jle has become a better 
writer and a far deeper thinker. He is also 
now equipped with the confidence and cap- 
acity to express himself creatively. This is 
a marked evolution from the early days. We 
are convinced it is for the best. We think 
this is so for a number of reasons. Let us 
explain. 

The primary reason why our evolution is 
such a positive development is because we 
now own the means of production. Starting 
with the next issue we will be entirely in 
control of the production process. Few pub- 
lications that exist today can say this. We 
are not bragging. We are excited about this 
and we are merely trying to share our en- 
thusiasm with you. We also take pride in 
the fact that we are doing it on a shoestring 
budget. With a small amount of money, de- 
termination, moderate mechanical aptitude 
and generous support, advice and machinery 
from friends and mentors, this production 
will be able to sustain itself for years to 
come. The road towards this end has been 
challenging. In the middle of trying to get 
our offset press restored we were dealing 
with a scumbag landlord who wanted to up 
the rent at the house we were renting out by 
over thirty percent. We were working on the 
press in the garage and had only lived in 
the place as a whole for two months. We 
managed to find a much more suitable living 
and workshop arrangement. 
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you! How simple and easy! No brain work! 

I don't need it. The mind-numbing banter and 
jaw-flapping are not important to me. Hearing 
and observing the servile army of cell phone 
users makes me want to retreat. I am being 
bludgeoned and attacked by them and I want to 
find a comer where I can gather my thoughts. 

Am I depriving myself? Is not owning a phone 
of any kind leading to my ruin? Despite what 
people say and think about it, I would answer: 
No. Not at the moment. When I am ready to get a 
landline I will do so. And if I never have the urge 
to get one again, so be it. Life is too precious and 
short to bombard myself with such concerns. I 
will be listening to the birds sing outside my 
window, a far greater form of music than the ring 
of a cell phone or telephone. 



payphones. They are being torn right out. No one 
needs them anymore. There is no point in 
questioning such a thing. Just the other day I was 
making use of a payphone. 1 was having a long 
overdue catch-up session with an old friend. 
Guess what happened? A woman and her 
boyfriend walked by me. She yelled in an 
agitated and strident tone: "Why are you using a 
payphone? Get a cell phone, stupid." It took 
about half-a-minute for her comment to sink in, 
and by that time she and her boyfriend were 
nearly invisible and indistinguishable from the 
rest of the crowd. I was shocked. My infraction 
of social etiquette made her violently angry. No 
one in their right mind would use a payphone. 
Every Tom, Dick and Harry has a cell phone, and 
when they want to use it they simply pop it out of 
their pocket, gaze at the glowing screen, press a 
few buttons and presto! they are in business. No 
fumbling with coins and remembering difficult 
phone numbers to dial. The gadget will do it for 
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background. On the bus one day I witnessed a 
pudgy and sweaty man in his late-30s carrying on 
a conversation. In his right hand and on his right 
ear he had a fancy cell phone and in his left hand 
he had another cell phone that he was "text- 
messaging" on. To top if off he had a headphone 
connected to his left car! Talk about insanity! But 
I am regarded as crazy for not having a phone. A 
tiny shred of consciousness goes a long way. The 
digital commodity-culture we reside in lacks 
even a microscopic amount of it. Ceaselessly 
chatting on your phone at the library is a 
common activity. After all, you need to do 



xtwicthitiii while waiting for your turn to use the 
public access Internet computers. 

Do cell phones and constant "lexting" translate 
into a better life? No. It means being available to 
your employer at any hour of the day. You have 
no real excuse not to gel back to your boss 
immediately if they know you have a cell phone. 

There are times when I do need to get in touch 
with one person or another. What do 1 do in this 
case? Use a payphone. Use one of the remaining 
payphones left. There are luckily quite a few of 
them in Portland. In most American cities and 
towns there has been a systematic razing of 
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The place we live and do this production 
out of now is still part of Portland. Hut it 
is in the woods. Quite an evolution. There 
are bald eagles flying around in the woods. 
And it is quiet out here. It is good for con- 
centration. In fact, while we were learning 
how to use the machine that this editorial 
was typeset on, we would gaze out at the 
abundant trees and listen to the birds. It is 
a remarkable setting to do this kind of work 
in. The annoyances and distractions of the 
city are'not present here. It is peaceful and 
serene in this part of town. 

There are aspects of antiquity that we 
cherish. Perhaps there is a certain amount 
of naive nostalgia in this. The past had its 
own set of problems that closely resemble 
those we face today: wars, alienation, pov- 
erty, social regimentation, slavish and un- 
yielding conformity. The list could go on 
and on. Even so, without a grounding in the 
past there is no basis from which a work of 
art can leave its cultural inheritance to lat- 
er generations. The bulk of the mediocre 
and just plain terrible art of today will be 
forgotten tomorrow. Something that speaks 
to the present but carries the past within it 
has a much greater chance of exercising a 
lasting impact on the reader, listener or per- 
son experiencing the production. The work 
has to indeed have its own aspect of new- 
ness to it. It can t be a disembodied rep- 
lica of what was done in a different time 
and place. It must go beyond the past and 
and endow itself with its own frame of re- 
ference — a frame of reference that speaks 
of desires, dreams, wants, needs and fears. 
A language and form of reference that is in- 
dividual yet universal; a way of seeing and 
being in the world. Seeing over the massive 




clouds of lies. Retaining human dignity as 
an inhabitant of this hideous world. 

You may ask: What does this synopsis 
have to do with the publication you are now 
reading? Plenty. This is our underlying aim 
and overall philosophy of publishing. We 
strive to write material that has a lasting 
impact and influence on the world. Our aim 
is also to make the publication visually ap- 
pealing. Doing this is readily within our 
grasp because we have production equip- 
ment available to us. Transitioning over to 
the machine that was used to typeset this 
editorial on will give it a rich and classy 
appearance. It will give it a human face. 
And being equipped with the knowledge and 
skill to use the equipment gives us a large 
sum of independence from the digital world. 

Going against the tide has its use in the 
realm of creative endeavor. You are able to 
pursue your goals without succumbing to 



pressure from people who insist they know 
how you should be proceeding. [ suspect 
that our lack of interest in following trends 
is what separates us from the crowd. We 
are suspicious of the latest trends in art as 
well as the latest crazes emanating from 
the. intellectual fog factories known as uni- 
versities. Most professors and pompously 
self-proclaimed intellectuals tend to be un- 
interesting and hopelessly dull. If we are 
not aiming to please followers and loyal ad- 
herents of the present world, who then are 
we publishing this for? Dreamers and those 
who are disenchanted by this world, those 
who can't stand the lies and falsehood and 
fakery of it. And here we try to expose it. 
Expose it for what it is. 

And there lies our saving grace. We are 
being honest with ourselves, and attempting 
to paint a picture of the reality that we in- 
habit. With the old machinery that we are 
using there is also a window into the past. 
A window into the present illuminated by 
the past. Perhaps a century from now a per- 
son on this planet will stumble across a 
copy of this publication. There lies a poss- 
ibility: he or she could come to have a bet- 
ter understanding of the world as it existed 
a hundred years prior. And from this might 
come a creative surge on their part. And the 
light of the torch would continue to shine. 
We are conviuced that this is the essence 
of refinement and evolution. 



SPRING 

By Arturo Serrano Plaja 



Here by the bridges of the Seine 

In this spring of exile 

I know 1 am old at last and alone with my pain. 

And I feel the weight of the chain 

Of all my dilapidated liberty. 

Here I am, a knotted and wormeaten trunk, 
Stripped leafless in this winter country. 
•\nd now there come to my hranches 
And lo my trunk of forget fulness, 
So lightly, the morning sparrows 
And begin to build a nest. 

Here I am, bridge to another age — 

And in the current, bye gone, raw memories, 

Like melting snow 

Under a burning sun, 

Pass away beneath my eyes 

And leave only their reflections 

Like brilliant light in a mirror. 

translated by Kenneth Rexroth 





woman is used to it. This is how it has always 
been and always will be. Imagination has been 
drained away. 

The idea of not having a phone - land line or 
cell phone - is hopelessly incomprehensible, 
People think it is impossible to survive and 
perhaps even live without one. Not having a 
phone translates into not having a life. I beg to 
differ. 1 live a rewarding and fulfilling life 
without the intrusion of phones. I manage to do 
the things I want and then some. Eventually I 
suspect I will get a land line. The ringer will be 
kept off the majority of the time. 

The primary reason why I plan to get a 
telephone connected is because the majority of 
my friends have difficulty contacting me. I don't 
quite understand it. I would think that my friends 
arc creative enough to find alternate ways of 
getting in touch with me: sending me a postcard 
in the mail suggesting we meet at such-and-such 
a place at such-and-such a time; or stopping by 
my work with the intention of surprising me; or 



the myriad of other ways to find people by 
chance and semi-.planned encounter. A close 
friend of mine, who is often on the road 
traveling, has sent me postcards informing me of 
when he intends to be in town. On the postcard 
he scribes down a phone number to contact him 
at. 

"Well.'* you say, "we live in the modern world 
and no one has time to do what you are 
suggesting." '"And people often feave to have a 
phone for their career or job search," True. I am 
not saying people should entirely slop using 
phones or contact mc in what are seen as 
eccentric ways. But "convenience" and 
instantaneous "communication" have stirred up 
their own hornet's nest of social problems. 
People can't sit still for longer than a second and 
they always need to be yapping away on their 
electronic contraptions. While endlessly having 
nothing to say, they need to be checking their e- 
mail and playing a CD or DVD in the 
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Instantaneous "communication' 7 frequently 
means lack of communication. At the food store 
where I am employed I constantly observe 
people calling their spouses or boyfriends and 
girlfriends. Why? They are trying to determine 
what they are going to buy and fix for dinner, 
instead of planning ahead and making a list these 
people wait until the last minute and end up 
wasting time in the process. Commonsense and 
rational thinking seem to go out the window 
when a cell phone is placed on the head. Maybe 
there is truth to the assertion that cell phones are 
like putting a microwave oven to your brain and 
other sensitive organs. 

We would argue that more is said in one issue 
of this publication than in a lifetime of cell phone 



conversations. There are exceptions. And people 
might be opening their mouths and letting words 
escape. Many, many words. But the words 1 hear 
lack substance, poetry and alchemy. Words 
should be greater than the syllables and letters 
they are composed of They should sing and 
dance and say something to yourself and others. 

I prefer silence to chitchat and empty laughs. 
Most people in America cannot deal with silence. 
The lack of sound aside from the rustling of trees 
and the chirping of hummingbirds. I am listening 
to it right now. No voices. Nothing. Quiet. 

hi the "real" world music has to be blaring, 
phones have to be ringing, people need to be 
talking, cars have to blaze by and jaekhammers 
have to be drilling. The 21 s ' century man and 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 




Confusion Reigns 

Dear Anthony, 

I received your C.V. It looks good. The content 
less so. A lot of old stuff. Ruling class there, 
working class there. As if it was so simple. Don't 
expect Dauve to help you in that matter. 

I noted your plug for Chronos Publications, I 
await what you donT like about Moishe Post- 
one' S Anti-Semitism and National Socialism. 

Your anti-e-mail rant is ridiculous, in fact that 
medium can be of use, to disseminate critical 
ideas 

As for Bordiga, anti-fascism was as bad as 
fascism. Unbelievable. Yet he benefited from 
Italy being free of fascists. At least he could start 
writing and publishing again. Some dialectician! 



Loren Goldner is stuck in that Bordiguist swamp, 
but he is not alone. 
I must go for now. 

All the best, 

Michel Prigent 
London. England 

P.S. I normally don't answer when people do 
not include a courteous tetter. 

P.P.S. I will post this letter on the Internet 
site, it raises important questions. 

The Editor Responds: 

Included in the envelope with Michel's letter was an 
insulting photocopy which stated L'Introuvable: 
"for Cyclops with little between ears." Above the 
caption was a photograph of a monocle. In 
handwriting on the back Michel tells us it's "Bordi- 
ga* s glass! As worn by Loren Goldnei !" 

I am perplexed. Did you even bother to read issue 
number 20? Or did you merely look for the stuff 
you might happen to disagree with and then write 
me a letter suggesting that 1 am stuck in the past? 
There was a whole section on "Utopia and the Cri- 
sis of the Human Imagination" which is enormously 
relevant. There was even an article in that section 
that addressed the contemporary food crisis. All of 
this apparently escaped your attention. In response I 
get a snide and cocky response from you telling me 
that 1 am doing everything wrong, including my 
choice not to use an e-mail address for this project. 

You might think my choice is ridiculous, but for 
not having an e-mail address the response to this 
publication in the form of letters and donations has 
been overwhelming. I would say it is even more 
substantial than some website only publications. I 
find it amazing that people are .so seduced by the 
computer, the Internet and e-mailing that they find 
it necessary to degrade and belittle those who 




CA at the Laurel Community Center. It could 
have been as late as '80 or '81. He was also ac- 
companied by an Asian or Asian/American on 
the Shakuhachi. A great experience! 

Letterpress always reminds me of the late, 
great letterpress printer and poet, William Ever- 
son. I have a signed copy of his Masks of 
Draught. In his later years he also lived in Santa 
Cruz County and it was dreadful to see his sad 
decline with Parkinson's disease. His appearance 
and reputation gave him an incredible presence. 

Besides doubling up my original donation, 
please send me a copy of No Hope by Sum Bain 
printed by Eberhardt Press at your address. $7.50 
for the book and $6 for you. If this is not accept- 
able, just send me a note. 

For Paehamama, 



choose to do things in a different way. You can 
have your computer, Internet and e-mail. 1 won't 
take them away from you. Slobber all over them 
and make love to the console and screen if you like. 
It's up to you. 1 won't stop you. But when you sug- 
gest to me in an authoritative voice that I must get 
an e-mail and have a web presence to disseminate 
critical ideas, that is where 1 draw the line. It makes 
me want to distance myself even further from the 
Internet and computers. 

1 am sure Loren Goldner is quite capable of de- 
fending himself Nonetheless, 1 think you are dead 
wnmg in suggesting that Loren Goldner is some 
kind of orthodox adherent of Amadeo Bordijja 
Again. I recommend you do your research before 
you start trying to explain or dismiss things that 
don't conform to what Moishe Postone has said. 

William Everson and Kenneth Rexroth 

Greetings Anthony, 

Thank you for sending #*s 18, 19 and 20. Also, 
for the poem by Kenneth Rexroth, of which the 
text appears to be letterpress, I attended a reading 
by Kenneth in the very late '70s in Santa Cruz, 



Rick 
Sonora, CA 

The Editor Responds: 

I have respect and admiration for William Everson. 
I have seen some of the work he did on the iron 
handpress and it is remarkable. He also wrote one of 
the most unusual, confused, original, self righteous, 
wise and zealously religious autobiographical no- 
vels I've ever read. It is called Prodigious Thrust. 

Books For Sate 

A reader in England asks that we list his address 
as a source for used books which include; science 

fiction, crime, fiction, thrillers. Marvel comics 
and more. Write to his address for more details: 

E. Francis 
47 Nansen Road 
Saltley B8 3JP 
England 
United Kingdom 



This book is worth your time. It is a unique 
look at the life of an anarchist who participated 
in protests against the Vietnam war in the '60s 
and then went on to become an inventive printer 
and typographer. Unlike many radicals and ac- 
tivists from the '60s, the author never became a 
bureaucrat, academic or Democratic Party par- 
tisan. He retained his humanity and dignity and 
continues to expose the realities he and other 
people experience at the hands of bureaucrats, 
police and state agents, politicians and relig- 
ious cranks. 




Idle Banter and Ring Tones: 
LIVING WITHOUT A PHONE 

I HAVEN'T HAD a phone for six months. No 
landline. No cell phone. When I moved out of 
my old residence in December I intended to hook 
up a telephone at the new abode. It never 
happened. There are a few reasons why. 

Initially I couldn't afford it. And I probably 
still can*t afford it. If I did some number 
crunching I suspect it would be outside my 
budget. 

But financial concerns are only part of it. I 
genuinely like not having a phone. Yes. Believe 
it or not: not having a phone is a pleasure to me. I 
have never owned a cell phone, and in the past I 
have tended to keep the ringer off on the 
landlines I've possessed. The ring disturbs me. 
Its urgent ring, ring and my curiosity blended 
together are a terrible combination. "Who is it," 
"Another salesperson, I bet," "Why are they 
calling so early?" These questions and scenarios 
race through my mind, until I give in to my 
puzzled curiosity. 

Today people's identity and self worth are 
bound up in that ring, ring. Listening to people's 
"private" cell phone conversations in public 
places - buses, street corners, stores, libraries! - 
makes me endlessly annoyed. Nothing is being 
said. Too much talking. Idle chatter. It doesn't 
matter, though. Why? Because people feel 
important and recognized when someone decides 
to phone or "text" them. And if you fail to 
answer your phone or "text" message, people get 
offended. They start to believe that you are 
ignoring or rejecting them as a person. When the 
ring tone goes off on your cell phone, you better 
answer it, even if you are having a face-to- face 
conversation with a friend. Your life and future 
possibility of having "friends" depends on it. If 
that is what "friendship" is about in the year 
2009, count me out. 
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Slingshot: News and articles from an anarchist 
perspective. Berkeley cops raided the Long Haul, 
the infoshop this newsletter is compiled and 
composed in. Stand in solidarity with them by 
subscribing to their publication. $1 per issue. 
Contact: Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck Avenue, 
Berkeley, CA 94705. 

Troploin: The most recent issue of this newslet- 
ter is No. 6. It is a long essay called "A Contribu- 
tion to the Critique of Political Autonomy," an 
original criticism of democracy. It is provocative 
and thoughtful. Write for a copy. Contact: Ared- 
his, BP 20306, 60203 Compicgne Cedex, France. 

The Whinger: Subtitled "Irregular Socialist 
Rant/.ine". This is a humorous collection of ranis 
and strange doodles,. Always an entertaining 
read. No contact address listed, aside from an 
email: ppetard@holmail.com. 



Write to anarchist prisoner Jerome White- 
Bey. Legal help, friendship and solidarity 
are needed and appreciated. Jerome White- 
Bey No. 37479, ERDCC 4-B-211, 2727 Hwy 
K, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 




REVIEW: 

Landmarks in the Desert 

By Kent Winslow 



$12 postpaid (cash only) 

(The Match! PO Box 3012, Tucson, AZ 85702) 



BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED BOOKS ARE RARE 
these days. Both mainstream and independently 
produced hooks are often similar in appearance: 
glossy cover with overdone and excessively pix- 
elated images; poor typography and an overall 
lack of intimacy and personal flavor. The con- 
tent is often as flawed as the design: sloppy 
writing and no real zest for the imagination and 
the craft of writing. 

Kent Winslow' s newest book Landmarks in 
the Desert is a different breed. The book was 
typeset primarily on a Justowriter, a machine 
from the mid-20th century. The chapter titles as 
well as italics were composed on a Varityper 
that is closely similar to the one I am using to 
type out the review you are now reading. The 
actual printing was done on a small one-color 
Multilith 1250 offset press. The printer and de- 
signer then decided to add another touch of sty- 
listic beauty to it by spraypainting the top lip 
of the book. The focus and attention given to 
the crafl of book production tells you something 
about the content. 

Winslow takes you on a journey through the 
many twists and turns of his unusual and uncon- 
ventional life. On this journey he outlines his 
encounters with the police, religious zealots, 
bureaucrats, the writings of Marshal South and 
nonhuman animals. The story of his life is told 
with a candid bluntness seldom experienced in 
any autobiographical novel, mainstream or in- 
dependent. 
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A Few Comments 

Hi Anthony, 

A few comments on C.V. #20. First and fore- 
most, the color cover is nicely done. I trust its 
visual appeal will increase the chances of people 
actually picking it up! 

The editorial "Forty Years Since 1968" was 
thoughtful and sobering and provides a contex- 
tual history to this "nostalgic/mythic" year, so 
often hailed by those fundamentally discontent 
with the present as representing a time of ex- 
panded possibility. But if there was an impatient 
urgency in the 1960s that sometimes demanded a 
kind of revolutionary instant gratification, how 
much more prevalent is such sentiment in our 
social environment today when the attention span 
is even more fragmented and distracted? 'Text 
me about it!" 

The letters section was refreshing to read, but I 
have to wonder why 1930s Spain was omitted 
from the "Expanded Version of Thesis on State 
Capitalism vs. Real Socialism." Found the impli- 
cations based around the question about "what 
class runs the government" to come a little too 
close to statist leftism, although the letter's con- 
text tends to dispel this impression somewhat. 

You've made a lot of statements about books, 
literacy and new versus older printing technology 
and much of this is a joy to read. Although I own 
an intriguing "Little Blue Book" on Autosugges- 
tion, I've been less aware of what E. Haldemann 
Julius actually thought until reading about him in 
your article "The State of the Book and Booksel- 
ling in America." The irony of the greater ease of 
modern publishing is that a glut of crap and me- 
diocrity becomes harder to navigate through 
while in search of those books of actual quality. 
But as some past CIA director said, "everyone 
knows American's don't read!" This is another 
obstacle to the transformations we desire. 

Although I had already seen two of the six 
articles in the special section on "Utopia and the 
Crisis of the Human Imagination," this was a 



nice touch. "Food as Utopia" had me remember- 
ing how good fresh carrots and tomatoes from 
my grandparents garden actually tasted. Re- 
xroth's article on Fourier manages to point out 
some strengths and weaknesses of the phalans- 
tery model. If Fourier's vision had some objec- 
tionable elements like rent and a kind of ruling 
elite, not to mention the early mornings, he was 
also quite ahead of his time when discussing 
attractive labor and passional attraction. 

"An Alchemical Dream" makes some good 
points about rationalist and scientific outlooks, 
when taken too far they can smother intuition and 
wonder. We're certainly capable of using the 
basic elements of the "scientific method" without 
discarding that sense of "extreme romanticism" 
that Clarence John Laughlin described. While 
this is a complex subject, it's most interesting to 
find the points where a more flexible notion of 
science and poetic experience can harmonize to 
some degree. The surrealist inspired idea of find- 
ing these parallels might stand a chance of break- 
ing down some of the barriers between science or 
"scientism" as we know it and our inborn capa- 
bility to exercise Breton's "enjoyment before 
understanding." 

Cheers. 



MK Shibek 
Portland, OR 



The United Kingdom and Food 



Greedngs Anthony. 

Received issue 20 of Communicating Vessels^ 
thanks loads. I haven't read it properly yet - it 
takes time. I'm going to take a good look at your 
"Food as Utopia" as the food production and 
agricultural questions are particularly important 
right now. A place like the United Kingdom is 
currently heavily dependent on imported food, 
and at any moment in time there is only two 



weeks supply of food in the shops and ware- 
houses to feed the population. It makes you 
think... 

All the best. 

Paul Petard 
London, England 

It Takes All Kinds 

Anthony 

Communicating Vessels fully rocks dude! I took 
a few bong hits and read with some Zep and 
Floyd blasting as my soundtrack! Ha ha. I fully 
got the mu nc hies after reading it so I made my- 
self a bowl of vanilla ice cream with ho- 
ney/chocolate sauce/ and brown sugar. 

Some suggestions: 

Maybe put more pictures of hot chicks in it. 
Nothing sexist, but since you're all into old shit, 
you could put in some flappers or something. 

Maybe include more music - like metal stuff. 

And why not put some ads in it? Make some 
fuckin" money dude! 

Zeb 
Honolulu, HI 
The Editor Responds: 

Uh. Yeah. I will keep your suggestions in mind. 
Thanks for the wisdom. 

It 's the Zionists and Israel, Stupid 

Dear Communicating Vessels, 
I read with interest the article "Are We All Ha- 
mas and Hezbollah? - A Critical Look at the 
Left's Flirtation with Islamic Fundamentalism" 
in issue 19 of your magazine. 

I enclose my new pamphlet The Mass Psy- 
chology of Anti-Fascism, which comes to conclu- 
sions diametrically opposed to yours. Instead of 
dismissing Mearsheimer and Walt's bestseller 
The Israel Lobby as a "conspiracy theory," as 



you do, I rely on it to explain the US Middle East 
policy. In truth, they do not describe the Lobby 
as a conspiracy. In fact, the Lobby is mostly legal 
and fairly open. When you state that Mearshei- 
mer and Wall's viewpoint is "fragmentary." you 
are just using a piece of ultra-left jargon to avoid 
the issue. Whether you believe the US political 
system is supposed to serve capitalist interests, or 
the interests of "the people" as Mearhseimer and 
Walt believe, the Israel Lobby's power is a sepa- 
rate question. 

You do have a point when you say that Ameri- 
ca would still bomb other countries without the 
influence of the Lobby. But understanding the 
Lobby is key to understanding why America 
bombs particular countries and not others. If US 
Middle East policy is not driven by US capitalist 
interests, but by Israel's, we have some chance of 
changing it, rather than complaining about how 
fragmentary it is. 

Worse, you give various hints in your article 
that you buy the idea that critics of the Israel 
lobby are closet anti-semites. "By monomanical- 
ly focusing on Israel, Saudi Arabia and America 
are taken off the hook." In my pamphlet, I paro- 
dy the "taken off the hook" argument, and demo- 
lish the followers of Chomsky, whose love of 
Israel and hatred of America is so pathological 
they claim that in 2(X)6, the USA "goaded" Israel 
into attacking Lebanon in order to stir up hatred 
against itself and take the heat off Uncle Sam. 
You endorse this perspective at the end of your 
article when you recommend the Zionist maga- 
zine Tikkun 's "rebuttal" of the Israel Lobby. 

In issue 20, you uncritically published a letter 
from the anarchists of The Fifth Estate claiming 
ill ;it there is such a thing as "left anti-semitism." 
This is how Zionists smear critics of Israel. In the 
USA, the left is /;m-semitie. America's support 
for Israel is itself pro-Jewish racism (contrast its 
sanctions against South Africa) and its political 
atmosphere, including the left, anarchists and the 
ultra-left, is permeated by that form of racism. 



economic and social crisis we are facing, A 
pleasing and eye-catching one-page publication. 
Available for a few postage stamps. Contact: 
Vagabond Publications, 3527 NE 15* Ave. #144. 
Portland, OR 97212. 

Dwelling Portably: This publication on portable 
dwellings and practical how-to skills on how to 
live cheaply has been going since the 1980s. 
Even if this isn't an interest of yours, the editors' 
Bert and Holly always have something to say that 
is thoughtful and relevant to broader concerns. 
Send $5 or so for back issues and the latest edi- 
tion. Contact: DP c/o Lisa Ahne. P.O. Box 181, 
Alsea, OR 97324-0181. 

Eberhardt Press: This anarchist publisher has 
consistently released quality productions. The 
printing is superb, and the typography is a joy to 
look at. Their newest release is Ron Sakolsky's 
new book. Swift Winds. It is a collection of Sa- 
kolsky's writings, with wonderful illustrations by 
Anais LaRue. Send $-10 ppd. for a copy. Contact: 
Eberhardt Press, 3527 NE 15 th Ave. #127, Port- 
land, OR 97212. 

Echanges: The aging council communist Henri 
Simon continues to publish his newsletter in 
French. There are accounts of strikes and actions 
on the job, correspondence and theoretical ar- 
ticles in every issue. 15 euros for a subscription. 
Contact: Echanges, B.P. 241, 75866 Paris Cedex 
18, France. 

Flying Picket Historical Society : This is a web- 
site, but we will list it because it has a number of 
important and relevant articles and bits of infor- 
mation related to labor history and working class 

solidarity. Contact: www.flyingpicket.org, 

J.L Hudson, Seedsman: A catalog of seeds for 
growing flowers, herbs and vegetables. Huge 
inventory. Carry a large selection of tobacco. 
Useful resource for the seed saver and vegetable 
and flower grower. It is typeset on a Linotype, 
one of the few still in operation. $1 for a catalog. 




Contact: J.L. Hudson Seedsman, P.O. Box 337, 
La Honda. CA 94020. 

The Match!: A visually appealing and pleasura- 
ble "Journal of Ethical Anarchism". They have 
been going since 1969 and show no signs of 
stopping anytime soon. Send a donation for a 
copy. Contact: The Match!, P.O. Box 3012, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702. 

The Mystery and Adventure Series Review: This 
publication is an entrance into a time capsule. In 
The Mystery and Adventure Series Review we are 
drawn into the world of series books and obsolete 
popular culture. The editor typesets and prints the 
publication himself. Send a donation for a copy. 
Contact: The Mystery and Adventure Series Re- 
view, P.O. Box 3012, Tucson, AZ 85702. 

The Oystercatcher: The focus here is on the rad- 
ical history of British Columbia. A nicely done 
journal. Mostly contains original articles. Send a 
donation for a copy. Contact: Ron Sakolsky, A- 
4062 Wren Road, Denman Island, BC V0R 1T0, 
Canada. 
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WORTHWHILE PUBLICATIONS AND PROJECTS 



Anchorage Anarchy. An anarcho-individualisi 
publication that contains musings on the state of 
the world. $1 per issue. Contact: Bad Press, P.O. 
Box 230332, Anchorage, AK 99523-0332. 

Aujhebeni A consistently critical and well-done 
examination of current reality, from a left com- 
munist perspective. The latest issue contains an 
article on "New Labour and the 'Muslim Com- 
munity," suggesting that New Labour is using 
multicultural politics to gain supporters and en- 
dorsers for their party. Issue No. 1 7 also includes 
a critical look at "Al-Sadr and Resistance in 
Iraq". 9 pounds for three issues. Contact: Auflie- 
ben, Brighton and Hove Unemployed Workers 
Centre, P.O. Box 2536, Roltingdean. Brighton 
BN2 6LX, United Kingdom. 

Black Giraffe: A publication of dreams, notes, 
visions and unusual experiences written and pub- 
lished by Brandon Freels. former member of the 
Portland Surrealist Group. No contact address 
listed, aside from an email address: 
bj f97 267 <S' y ahoo. com . 

Black Rim Nigra Rando: This production is 
devoted to examining and chronicling what is 
taking place in Asia. It is written from an anar- 
cho-communist perspective, and is filled with 
fascinating tidbits about strikes and protests in 
that region. Again, no contact address listed, 
aside from an email address: kangdengm- 
ing@riseup.net. 

Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company: Still 
publishing after all these years. They sent us a 
copy of ,4 Menagerie in Revolt, selected writings 
of Benjamin Peret. It has an introduction by 
Franklin Rosemont and an afterword by Don 
LaCoss on Peret* s "Ecological Imagination". 
Peret was a surrealist poet and militia-fighter in 
the Spanish Revolution. This book contains a 
choice selection o\' his writings, some of which 



have never been published in English before. The 
articles run the gamut. Pieces on popular Mex- 
ican and pre-Columbian art are juxtaposed with 
essays on slave uprisings in Brazil and workers 
councils. This is a unique collection. Additional- 
ly, we received a copy of the pamphlet Surreal- 
ism in 'OS: Paris. Prague, Chicago by Don La- 
Coss. It is an accessible introduction to the year 
1 968 and what surrealists were doing during that 
period. I recommend both the book and the 
pamphlet. Contact: Charles H. Kerr Publishing 
Company, 1726 West Jarvis Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60626. 

Collective Reinventions: Publisher of pamphlets 
and tracts on the recent Greek uprising, the recu- 
peration of the anti-war movement by Leninists 
and Maoists and the Oaxaca rebellion. Though- 
tful and nuanced. Send a few bucks for a pamph- 
let. Contact: Collective Reinventions, P.O. Box 
61036, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 

Cracks in the Concrete: This is a journal written 
by Luke Romano, an anarchist living in Tucson. 
In it he examines and questions the slate and 
police repression. He also reprints historical clas- 
sics of anarchism. Youthful and feisty. Available 
for a donation. Contact: Luke Romano, P.O. Box 
2748, Tucson, AZ 85702. 

The Cunningham Amendment: "Handprinted on 
obsolete machines, using salvaged type and dis- 
carded ink," so says the masthead. A creative and 
contagious anarchist publication. The amazing 
part is the typesetting. It is handset with meticul- 
ous care and attention to detail. Send a donation. 
Contact: The Cunningham Amendment, 1005 
Huddersfield Road. Bradford BD12 8LP, West 
Yorkshire, United Kingdom. 

The Cynical Utopian: Composed on a typewriter 
with images that were made from hand carved 
rubber stamps. The lead article expounds on the 
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Mention the Lobby and watch the accusations 
fly. 

Like you, I attended the demonstrations 
against the Lebanon war, but reached opposite 
conclusions about what was wrong with them. 
The protests in Portland and Seattle were smaller 
than usual. The rent-a-mob anarchists who usual- 
ly show up at anti-war demos were missing. 
These protests consisted mostly of well-dressed 
Lebanese families, unsupported by Americans, 
politely complaining about cluster bombs raining 
on their homeland. There was very little of the 
traditional leftist tail-ending of "anti-imperialist" 
movements. Like you, I reject anti-imperialism - 
in a nutshell, because poor people have no inter- 
est in fighting and dying for these movements, 
who only end up exploiting them. I also agree 
with your criticism of Islamic martyrdom - but 
doesn't it miss the point - what would make 
someone want to be a suicide bomber? However, 
I disagree with you about American leftists sup- 
porting Islamic fundamentalism. They do not 
support Hezbollah, even verbally, the way some 
of them supported the Vietcong. This is not a 
positive development - the grip of Zionism is so 
strong, the left daren't follow the logic of its own 
position! Telling leftists not to support anti- 
imperialist fighters is a waste of time, like telling 
the Pope not to be Catholic - unless those figh- 
ters are fighting Israel. 

The only form of overt racism tolerated, and 
actively promoted, by the USA, and all other 
Western countries today, is Zionism. This is true 
both in the Middle East and at home. The ques- 
tion of Israel and its influence cannot be avoided 
by mixing left communist truisms with Zionist 
fiction. 

Fraternally, 

Jay Knott 
Portland, OR 
The Editor Responds: 
Jay will probably cry censorship because we didn't 




list his website which was written in two separate 
places on his letter. We are under no obligation to 
list it. If that is stifling his free speech, then tough. I 
suspect he listed it two times on the letter as a sort 
of "psychological" test to see if we are Zionist 
stooges beholden to the state of Israel. 

Let me say once and for all: this publication is 
categorically opposed to the existence of state enti- 
ties. Whether that state is Israel, the United Arab 
Emirates or Sri Lanka, we have no use for them and 
think that human beings would relate with greater 
humanity without them. We think the same about 
the economy. Without bosses and wage labor, hu- 
man beings would be freer and better equipped to 
pursue their creative and sensual interests, 

I read the pamphlet you sent. Far from clarifying 
the question of Israel and the Middle East, it mud- 
dles the issue, provides next to no substantial basis 
lor the argument it is trying to make and presents 
things in such a way that its only real appeal is to 
neo-Nazis who want to confirm their own position: 
that the Jews control the world and because of this 
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RESIST! 





AWNING PAWNS of law and 
order haven't entirely won 
their game. Resistance lives 
on. In small pockets here and 
there people refuse to accept the daily 
humiliation they experience. Cops and 



bosses and priests and mullahs and mad 
politicians and bureaucrats are the out- 
er face of a world gone haywire. If we 
remain silent and fail to act against the 
misery and slavery we encounter, we re- 
main pawns. REFUSE TO BE A PAWN! 



Communicating Vessels, PO Box 83408, Portland, OR 97283 



